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Podcasting 2.0:
it's all about

Interoperability

Benjamin Bellamy
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(How Podcasting 2.0
will save

the Open Internet)



Feb. 5  2023ᵗʰ
#FOSDEM #Podcasts 3

I am Benjamin Bellamy.

● I ❤  Podcasts.
● I ❤  Open-Source.
● Founder and CEO of Ad Aures.
● Father of Castopod.
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What about you?
● Are you a podcaster?
● Are you a developer?
● Have you heard of Podcasting 2.0?
● Have you heard of Castopod?
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The user's dilemma

decentralized network
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What influences your content
On the Open Web
(federated network, self hosted…)

● The law

On the Closed Web
(Youtube, Apple, Facebook…)

● The law
● Terms and Conditions
● Economic, political and ideological interests 

specific to the platform
● Government pressure on the platform
● Mass reporting of my content by opponents or 

competitors
● A bot
● A moderator in a bad mood
● Platform shutting down
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Let’s talk about audioblogging!
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“But what to call it?”

“Audioblogging?
Podcasting?
GuerillaMedia?”

Ben Hammersley
The Guardian (2004)
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The Founders

● 1989: Иллюзия независимого радио
(The Illusion of Independent Radio)

● 2004: Daily Source Code
● 2005: Podcasting: Do-It-Yourself Guide
● 2006: The Lance Anderson Podcast Experiment
● 2014: Serial
● …
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The Architects

● 1993: Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft
● 1995 : Ramanathan V. Guha,  Aaron Swartz, Dave Winer
● 2000: Tristan Louis, Adam Curry, Dave Winer
● 2003: Adam Curry
● 2005: Steve Jobs, Eddy Cue
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But what is a Podcast?

“I consider a Podcast to be
any RSS feed
that has an enclosure.”

Adam Curry
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This is not a podcast:
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This is a podcast:
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It’s called a changeover…

“Steve Jobs would like to meet with you,
do you have any time for that?”

Eddy Cue to Adam Curry, 2005
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Let’s recap

1993
MP3

2000
RSS+MP3

1995
RSS

2003
RSS→iPod

2005
→ iTunes

1998
ADSL

2007
iPhone

2006
Facebook

2005
Youtube

2013
4G

2002
iPod

1993
Mosaic

1995
Win95

2017
Mastodon
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The status quo of Podcasting

index #1

app #3app #2app #1

index #3index #2

hosting #1 hosting #2 hosting #3
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Podcasting is still decentralized!
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But not a single feature
has been added.
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And RSS has died. Many times.

● Google Reader discontinued in 2013
● Youtube removed it
● Twitter removed it
● …
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The 10 year hiatus

“There were 10 years of no development 
because we had this chicken and the egg 
problem.”

Adam Curry
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2020: Podcasting 2.0

● Initiated by Adam Curry (again)
and Dave Jones

● Open Specification
● Namespace extending Podcast DTD

https://github.com/Podcastindex-org/podcast-namespace
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Keeping podcasting free

“Podcasting 2.0 is about 
decentralizing, returning to the 
idea of free and open-source.”

Dave Jones
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Focused on UX and features

Alternate enclosures, Boostagrams, 
Chapters, Episodes, Seasons, Funding, 
GUID, Live, Location, Locked, Medium, OP3, 
Person, Podping, Sat Streaming, Social 
Interact, Soundbite, Transcript, Txt…
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Works everywhere

“Podcasting 2.0 is backward compatible.”
Adam Curry
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Current status

“There are over 400,000 podcasts that 
declare the Podcasting 2.0 namespace in 
their RSS feed.
We will probably be at half a million 
podcasts by early 2023.”

Dave Jones
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Interoperability is key

Podcast hosting platforms, directories, apps…
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The battle is not over
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A powerfull ally

Podcasting 2.0 has a friend:
PodcastIndex is an open-data directory for 
all podcasts dedicated to Podcasting 2.0.
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PodcastIndex.org

“PodcastIndex is a central aggregator that 
tries to find every podcast that exists in the 
world.
There's no preference to any one over the 
other.”

Dave Jones
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Twice as big as Apple Podcasts!



Feb. 5  2023ᵗʰ
#FOSDEM #Podcasts 32

Let’s recap again

1993
MP3

2000
RSS+MP3

1995
RSS

2003
RSS→iPod

2005
→ iTunes

1998
ADSL

2007
iPhone

2006
Facebook

2005
Youtube

2013
4G

2002
iPod

1993
Mosaic

1995
Win95

2020
Podcasting 2.0

2017
Mastodon
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How does this work?

Let’s try Castopod!
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What is Castopod?
● Open-source Podcast Hosting (AGPL3)
● PHP/MySQL
● Podcasting 2.0

(Chapters, Funding, GUID, Location, Locked, 
OP3, Person, Soundbite, Transcript, Social 
Interact / ActivityPub built-in social network…)



Feb. 5  2023ᵗʰ
#FOSDEM #Podcasts 35

Sustainability

● Ad Aures
https://adaures.com/

● NLnet
https://nlnet.nl/project/Castopod/

● Open Collective
https://opencollective.com/castopod

● Paid hosting
https://castopod.com/

hosting by ad aures

https://opencollective.com/castopod
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Works everywhere

With more than 60 services, indexes, apps
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Works everywhere

With more than 60 services, indexes, apps
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Conclusion

“Try a Podcasting 2.0 app.”
Adam Curry
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Further Reading…
● The Podfather 2.0, La Saga des Pionniers continue

https://podcastmagazine.fr/boutique/ (Podcast Magazine n°2, en Français)
https://blog.castopod.org/rss/ (Castopod’s blog, in English)

● Podcasting 2.0 is just a vision, and the standards to realize it.
https://podcasting20.substack.com/p/podcasting-20-is-just-a-vision-and

● What is Podcasting 2.0, and why is it important?
https://origin.fm/blog/podcasting-2point0/ 

● How podcasting will save the open Web and free speech
https://blog.castopod.org/how-podcasting-will-save-the-open-web-and-free-speech/
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Further listening…
● Podcasting 2.0

https://podcastindex.org/podcast/920666 

● Podnews Weekly Review
https://weekly.podnews.net/ 

● Podnews
https://podnews.net/
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Thank you!

benjamin@castopod.org
@benjaminbellamy@podcastindex.social
@benjaminbellamy:matrix.org
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