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Communicate
Overcome barriers by learning to 
participate in the open source 
community.

Build an identity that will help get your 
ideas accepted and integrated.
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Engage
Become a part of the 
community, not just a 
contributor.

Attend events, give feedback, 
suggest improvements.
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Contribute
Explore good first design 
issues and other design 
tasks.

Heuristic evaluation, empathy 
mapping, designing personas and 
sticker sheets/design systems, 
branding, graphics design, etc.
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Document
Present and document 
design deliverables 
effectively.

Adopt design labels, frame 
design challenges, use issue 
threads, document ideas, 
annotate sketches.
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Explore
Take advantage of free and 
open source tools, 
resources and libraries.

Understand licensing and 
attribution.
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Grow
Advance your open 
source design career.

Open source internships, 
advocate for OSD, organize 
workshops, expand your 
portfolio.
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Tools
Pen/Pencil & Paper

Draw.io

Figma/Adobe XD

Penpot

The Pencil Project

InkScape

Blender

GIMP

Synfig

Reads
Barriers Faced by Newcomers to 
Open Source Projects:  A Systematic 
Review

Barriers for Designers

10 Usability Heuristics

Untools - Tools for Better Thinking

Checklist Design

OpenDesign Now

About CC Licenses

Find more on opensourcedesign.net/resources
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http://draw.io
http://figma.com/
https://www.adobe.com/products/xd.html
https://penpot.app/
http://pencil.evolus.vn/
https://inkscape.org/
https://www.blender.org/
https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.synfig.org/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261055914_Barriers_Faced_by_Newcomers_to_Open_Source_Projects_A_Systematic_Review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261055914_Barriers_Faced_by_Newcomers_to_Open_Source_Projects_A_Systematic_Review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261055914_Barriers_Faced_by_Newcomers_to_Open_Source_Projects_A_Systematic_Review
http://opendesign.foundation/articles/barriers-for-designers/
https://www.nngroup.com/articles/ten-usability-heuristics/
https://untools.co/
https://www.checklist.design/
http://opendesignnow.org/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
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https://unsplash.com/@hameddaram?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/w7z2skOK14M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@lishakov?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/w7z2skOK14M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@pkmfaris?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@mero_dnt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@lafabriquedesplis?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@kellysikkema?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@pawel_czerwinski?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/qyLkMTPgUGo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@trine?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@balazsketyi?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/design?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@dancristianp?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/collections/12196282/mock-up-i-konfi?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@brizmaker?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/w7z2skOK14M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://opensourcedesign.net/resources/
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You
Twitter: @abigail_mak

abigailmakolo.com
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