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"Linux is a cancer that attaches itself in an intellectual 
property sense to everything it touches.” - Steve Ballmer
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From : 
https://www.linuxfoundation.org/en/blog/perspectives-open-source-startups/



As a business model: “open source works for adoption purposes, 
but is really poor for monetization, unless you’re monetizing at 
different levels.”

Gary Little (Canvas Venture)

“The beauty of open source from an investor’s perspective is 
distribution, not innovation — it’s contribution to marketing, not to 
[research and development],” 

Jocelyn Goldfein (Zetta Venture Partners).

https://www.linuxfoundation.org/en/blog/perspectives-open-source-startups/



● Oracle x3
● VmWare x3
● Linkedin x3
● BMC x3
● Informatica x2
● Symantec x2
● New Relic x2
● IBM x2
● Sun x2
● Cicso
● Conga
● Dun & Bradstreet
● Salesforce
● SAP
● McAfee
●

● Baan
● Citrix
● Yahoo
● DataDog
● Merrill Lynch
● AWS
● Live Person
● Pal Alto Networks
● Google x2
● Aruba Networks
● Admob
● Polyvore
● Uber
● Yahoo
● Pros 
● Alertlogic



"[W]e didn't open source it to get help from the 

community, to make the product better. We open 

sourced as a freemium strategy; to drive adoption." - 

MongoDB CEO Dev Ittycheria



In Billy Duberstein’s article, If You Invested $1000 in MongoDB’s IPO, This Is How Much Money You’d 

Have Now, he wrote:

 “…the database is a particularly attractive product, even by enterprise-software standards, because it 

stores and organizes all or part of a large corporation’s most important data. If a company wanted to 

switch vendors, it would have to lift all of that data from the old database and insert it into a new one. 

That’s not only a huge pain; it’s also terribly risky, should any data get lost. Therefore, most 

companies tend to stick with their database vendor over time, even if that 

vendor raises prices. That’s how Oracle became such a tech powerhouse throughout the 

1990s.”

https://www.fool.com/investing/2020/02/15/if-you-invested-1000-in-mongodbs-ipo-this-is-how-m.aspx
https://www.fool.com/investing/2020/02/15/if-you-invested-1000-in-mongodbs-ipo-this-is-how-m.aspx


Revenue Income

2019 2020 2019 2020 Est Value

MongoDB 267M 422M -97M -197M 22B

Elastic 272M 428M -98M -169M 14B

Cloudera 480M 794M -187M -327M 4B
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https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.cand.347725/gov.uscourts.cand.347725.1.0.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.cand.347725/gov.uscourts.cand.347725.1.0.pdf
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