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The 1980s: a 
Cambrian explosion 

of 8-bit “micro” 
computers



BASIC, BASIC everywhere

… nor any one the same



Magazines & 
type-in listings





1981: transmitting programs by radio



1983: an API based on GOSUBs
1000 A=100: GOTO 20: REM *** BASICODE DEMO ***
1010 FOR I = 0 TO 100
1020 GOSUB 100
1030 PRINT "FOSDEM ";2020+I
1040 NEXT I
1050 GOTO 1010
1060 END



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-z5nUEfbj4


1985: licence wars and a fork



Early 1989: across the Wall



BASICODE in JavaScript 
<html>
<head>
    <script src="basicode.js"></script>
</head>
<body>
    <script type="text/basicode">
        1010 PRINT "Hello, world!"
    </script>
</body>
</html>



Thank you!

History & sources
Janny Looyenga, Frank Veraart, Jan Bredenbeek, André van der Leeden, Thomas Rademacher, Victor Reijs 

and many others 
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links & materials at 
https://github.com/robhagemans/basicode

https://github.com/robhagemans/basicode

