
Open Source Community
What I learned while celebrating its 20th Anniversary





Introduction

The open source label was created at a strategy session 
held on February 3rd, 1998 in Palo Alto, California.

That same month, the Open Source Initiative (OSI) was 
founded as a general educational and advocacy 
organization to raise awareness and adoption for the 
superiority of an open development process.



The Open Source Initiative partnered with the leading open source conferences 
around the world to celebrate the 20 years of Open Source.
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What I learned

1. Open Source’s history
2. Free Software’s history
3. Embrace, extend, and extinguish
4. Sustainability
5. Gift economy
6. Gift beyond code
7. Open to attacks
8. Values and principles
9. Collaboration is key

10. The power of the community



Open Source’s History



Open Source’s History
One of the first tasks undertaken by OSI was to draft the Open Source 
Definition (OSD), derived from the Debian Free Software Guidelines (DFSG):

1. Free Redistribution
2. Source Code
3. Derived Works
4. Integrity of The Author's Source Code
5. No Discrimination Against Persons or Groups
6. No Discrimination Against Fields of Endeavor
7. Distribution of License
8. License Must Not Be Specific to a Product
9. License Must Not Restrict Other Software

10. License Must Be Technology-Neutral



Free Software’s History



The DFSG was inspired by the Free Software Definition:

1. The freedom to run the program as you wish, for any purpose
2. The freedom to study how the program works, and change it so 

it does your computing as you wish
3. The freedom to redistribute copies so you can help your 

neighbor
4. The freedom to distribute copies of your modified versions to 

others

Free Software’s History



Embrace, Extend, and Extinguish
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Sustainability



Gift Economy



Gift Beyond Code



Open to Attacks



Values and Principles



Values and Principles

1. Prioritize impact
2. Better together
3. Strive for excellence
4. Treat each other with dignity and respect
5. Enjoy what you do



Collaboration is Key



The Power of
the Community



Thank you!
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