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How to write a novel
uUslng open source
software
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The story ot
bibisco started
in 1997
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..the wvideo
impressed
me sSO much
that an

calne
over Ime

ever slince 1
was a child
I"ve loved
reading,
but...
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In that period, I spent so many nights in front of my
text editor, writing one word after another, following
the idea of the story I had in my mind.

But every time I read what I had written, I felt a deep
disappointment.

I didn’t understand why, but it didn t work.
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many years
later 1
happened to
watch the
video agailn..

..and that
urgency
to write
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THE WRITER'S JOURNEY

SNTRUCTURE FOR

Gotham Writers” Workshop

WRITING

CHRISTOPHER VOGLER

.

FICTION

THE PRACTICAL GUIDE FROM
NEW YORK'S ACCLAIMED

CREATIVE WRITING SCHOOL

of DRAMATIC
WRITING

ITS BASIS IN THE CREATIVE 10 & 20 Mosest, SAGAPAE Bt
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Lesson #1

the 1dea of
the novelist
who writes
gulded only by
the sacred
fire of
insplration 1s
qulte naive.
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Lesson #2
(the most i1mportant)

The
conflict of
each
character
1s the
driving
force of
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Rut.. what 1s a conflict?
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Conflict leads
a character to
action and to
change the
condition of
things.
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It’s all about characters,
baby..

novels
only work
1f their
characters
are




Characters that are completely good
or completely evil are stereotypes

and therefore are
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Characters
are
believable
when you can
understand
the

of their
human
nature.
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- How can we
create
believable
characters,
Flsa?

- We have to
know
everything
about them,
Anna.
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They | were telllng |me
their gtodridesg dnd 1
just lhad | te listen |and
write down what they




I was ready gepResceon: 1 found
to wrilite the i An OST 1N a
first scenes et asER® o teXT

of my novel.. documents
files
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What T
really
needed was a
novel
development
environment.

I looked for
a software
li1ke this,

but I
couldn’t
find 1t.
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What have you done
today for bibisco?
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2 years later.. bibisco 1.0
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The magic of open source

bugs
new features
translations

posts and
articles

beautiful
messages
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Emma -

This is your novel

here are some 1S
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Here are some tips

3. Define a premise




FOSDEM ‘17

bibisco

Architecture of the novel

Premise [ oK Fabula O Setting [(m )
Describe the ertre novel in one Narration of the events sorted by their Description of the place, tme, and socal
sentence. Confict and resoluton logical and chronological sequence. context where the story s developed

Narrative strands rarratve sirand . 4

Harriot Smith and Mr Elton . Frank Churchill O Jano Fairfax O
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Fabula

Narration of the events sorted by thew logical and ¢!
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bibisco

Main characters racter nfict, driving the plot

Emma Woodhouse = George KnightSey (= )

Secondary characters ., o nav but are useful for story development

Me. Frank Churchill [ oK ] Harriet Smith &= Jane Falrfax O Phiip Elton O

Augusta Elton = Mrs Anne Welston O Mr Weston [ ox | Miss Batos

Mr Henry Woodhouse b Isabella Knightiey O John Knightiey O
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Em ma WOOdhouse 7’ A retum 20 the st of characiers

1. Who is he/she? 2. How does he/she look?
Porsonal data [ oK ] Physical features [ oK ] Behaviours, attitudes = Images
First name, surname, nckname, gender, Eyes, hair, mouth, nose, cars, hands, How the character looks, talks, laughs Character images collection.
age, birthplace, residence, education bulld, height, weight, race. cries, walks, drinks, eats.
financial situation
3. What does he/she think? 4. Where does he/she come from?
Psychology O ideas and passions [ oK ] Socology = Life before the story’s beginning €D
Each and avery aapect of the character's Ralgious ideas, poltical views, passions, Family, loves, frienciship Chilghood, adoescence, school e
psychology hobibs, obsessOrs, Vices professionyl [fe, befors the beginning of

the story

5. Where does he/she go?
Conflict [ oK ] Evolution O
What generates con®ict? internal noeds MHow the character evoives during the
or external clroumstances? Which is the story.

real issue at stake?
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Sociology

Question (1/10): how is his/her refationship with his/her partner?

Question (1710): how is Na/her relationship with hishee parne?

[ Question (2/10); how is hs/har relationship with hisher father?
Question (4/10): how is haher relationship with hisher siblings?
Question (5/10): how is MaMer relationship with hisher grandioarents?
Question §5/10): how is haher relationship with his™her cousina/uncies?
Question (7/10): how Is haher relationship with hisher teachers?

Question {8710): how is Naher relationship with hisher schodimates?

Next question »

NiArVew
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Images of Stanway house (United Kingdom, Winchcombe)

Stanway house

+ Add an image 8 Delete current image

X
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bibisco

Chapters + croste chapter
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#1 / A Dack 10 the list of chapiers

Reason O Notes
What role does this chapler play? Mow Ideas, noles, cues
does 1t contribute to the development of
the novel?
Scenes + cvatn o seaoe

" (215 (1240 | OK 2 1091 G713 )

Introduction Mghbury
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Introduction ~

N

Create a new revision

Delede currant rewision




FOSDEM ‘17

Architecture, characters, locations, chapters Introduction ~
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Highbury ~

Poimt of view

Characters
Praclers Ap0ear N Mes Soeme

Emma Woodhouse George Knightiey Mr. Frank Churchél Hamet Smith Jane Fairfax Phiip Elon

Augusta Exon Mrs Anne Weiston Mr Weston 32005 Nr Hervy Woodhouse Isabelia Knightiey

John Kreghtiey
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Analysis

Chapters length it | Characters' distribution [ o | Characters’ list of appearances [0) Distridution of location [ it |
Check out chapters length Check out chapters where each For sach character, st in chronologcal Check out chapters where sach location
character appoars ordor his/her appearances by locaton, appoars

scoene, and chapter.

Narrative strand distribution [ it | Use of points of view [ inio |

Chack out chapters where each narrative Check out chapters where each point of
strand appoars view 5 used
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Characters’ distribution

1 2/|3/4:86:6 |7
Emma Woodhouse . .
I00Nge Knightiey . .
Ar. Frank Church
EE BN
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Chapters length

2000

4

Chapters
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bibisco

Export project

oot n POF
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40000+ downloads
languages

one of the 7
cool little open
source projects
that stood out
in 2016 1n the
vearbook ot
opensource.com
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Let’s get technical,
technical

bibisco 1.x: Java desktop application
avallable for Linux, Mac, Windows
written with Eclipse RCP framework; the
Ul 1s written i1n HTMLS and Javascript.

fully HTMLS and Javascript
application, written with Electron
framework by Github.
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: bibilsco.com
blog: blog.bibilisco.com

mall: 1nfol@bibisco.com
maill: andrea@bibisco.com

facebook: bilbisco.official.page
twitter: bibiscotweet

glthub: andreafeccomandi/bibisco
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) About me.

Andrea Feccomandil.

41 years old.

From Bologna,

northern Italy.

I'm a and
I love my beautiful
wife and my two kids.
I'm a passionate
software engineer and
I'm a CTO of a
software house.

I love books, music,
movies, tv series,
basketball, lego.




I have not yet
wriltien: iz Sniesi s

but 1f ISt
that a pelEsoRssEs

happy when 1is
apoTe™Cco
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Thank vyou!



